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“Elders Minifters & Mellenge 


oft Crockerton, — Malmfbury, 


OF THE SEVERAL 


“BAPTIST CHURCHES, | 


MEETING Ar 
Crofcomb,  Gritileton and 


Sarum, Wotton, 
Bratton, Sodbury, 
Melifham, Paulton, 


Calne, Bfroadhead and 


Cheltenham, Pillay, Briliol. 


| Horfley, 


received Letrers alfo hee, 
Upottery,. Sitolegomer, 
Cullumpton, Chard, 
Hane, Honſagton, and 
Bici nell, Bradford. 


4 


7 


Being in aſſociation at the Pithay, Bristol, 
ada 5 and 6, 1781. To the feveral churches : 
they fend Chyiffian Ss 


given us of addreſſing you in this ‘Our focial * 
capacity, and efpecially that we have it in ouf power, 
even in theſe dark and gloomy times, to communi- 


cate 


| 
— 
— 
Exon, 
| Tiverton, 
Prefcott, 
Wellington, a 
Loughwood, 
1 Bridgwater, | 
Yeoul, 
Frome, 
Having 
Chacewater, 
Plymouth, 
King bridge, 
Bampton 
175 
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este to you tidings n We can nat only in- 
form you, that we have once more er 
peaceably and comfortably to aſſemble together, and 

have enjoyed, as wé would humbly hope, fome 
tokens of the diyine prefence in. the various religious 
fesvices in which we Have engaged, but that from 
fome, though not many of the churches, we have re- 
ceived pleafing accounts of confiderable additions; 
and that in all of them, as far as we can learn, peace 
prevails, that invaluable blefling, and there appears 
to be a genuine concern for the advancement of truth 
and holinefs, But this is, not all. We have receiv- 
ed by favor of one of our aged and honored brethren 
in London, the Rev. Mr. Wallin, that which has 
been refrefhing. to us ag cold waters to à thirlly 
foy!, even good news from a far country, Amidſt 
all the horrors of war which have fo long prevailed 
and ſpread their baneful influence over the American 
Continent, it is with unutterable pleafure we learn 
that the Prince of Peace has taken to himfelf his 
mighty. power, ereéted his banners of love, and fub- 
dued multitudes to the obedience of his goſpel, which, 


accompanied with his Almighty power, has been 


made indeed te run and been greatly glorified. By 
the account tranfmitted to our honored. brother 
abovementioned, from a worthy minifter in the pro- 
vince of New-England, it appears, that in no very 
large diſtrict more than eight hundred fouls have 
been added to different churches-within the fpace of 
little more than a. yeat, and that the work is filt 


going on With rapidity and increafing fuceefs. The 


fubRance of the 
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„In Auguſt, 1778, I perceived a little beginning 
of convictiom upon a few minds in our fociety, which 
gradually increafed, {0 as to add twenty-two very agree- 
able members to our church, and many more are foon 
ex pelted. Brother Wincheiler, who was born in 
the year, 1451, ſeven Miles welt of Bofton, i is now 
owned of God in an aftonifhing manner. He began 
to preach fourteen days after Mr. Whitheld’s death, 
and after laboting a few years in theſe parts, he went 
to South-Carolina; fince which he has had two ter- : 
rible fits of illnefs himſelf, and has buried three wives 
and feveral children, and for fifteen months paft has 
ad neither wife not child upon earth. A year ago 
e had concluded to return again to his native coun- 
try, but a revival of religion at Welch-Néck on Pe- 
dee river, where he was preaching, pire: it, and 
from May 30, to Augult 29, (1780, as I apprehend 
it,) he baptized 299 perfons there: One hundied of 
whom were négroe flaves, who were before in a Mlate 
of heathenifm, and averfe to attending chriftian wor- 
ſhip: but before he came away, he informed me that 
it was uſual to fee five or fix hundred of thele poor 
creatures at meeting, and the work prevailed when 
he came away the firll of September. On Novem- 
N ber the 16th, he called to fee me, on his return to 
his father’s, and expreſſed a ftrong faith of feeing 
glorious things in our parts, fince which 1 ſuppoſe 
he has preached about as many ſermons as there have 
been days, notwithftanding a very fevere winter. 
Many of our minifters have been greatly quickened, | 
and the effects have been fuch, that about one 
hundred perfons have been baptized in Rehoboth, _ 
ſeventy in Swanfea, forty in ne * Baynham 
adjacent 
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adjacent to me, Be many in neighbouring towns, 
A very remarkable work is begun in Newton and 
Brookline by Mr. Winchefter’s means, though 
among his own kindred. and acquaintance. I have 
preached there this week, and was delighted with 
what I faw. Diſtinct from thefe inſtruments a glo- 
rious work began lat fummer in the weſtern part of 


‘our government. There, elder Peter Warden of 


‘New Providence, and elder Nathan Mafon of Panef- 
borough, baptized goo betwixt May and January; 
and in the fame fpace elder Codding of Brimfield 
above 80, and through New-England there is now 
the greateft profpeé of a general and thorough refor- 
mation that has ever appeared for thefe thirty-five 
years paft, and in fome refpeéts greater than ever I 
‘faw before ; notwithftanding the torrent of corrup- 
tion feemed lately as if it would have drowned the 
land, which often makes me think of thofe words, 
Iſai. lix. 19. So ſhall they fear the name of the 
Lord from the weft, and his glory from the rifing of 
the fun; when the enemy ſhall come in like a flood, 
he ſpirit of the Lord thall lift up a ſtandard againg 
him. O help us to praife and pray!“ 
How pleafing, how fweet thefe tidings are, and 
bow encouraging and animating! 


Great things O everlafting Son, 
Great * indeed thy grace has done!“ 


And ié the Lord’s r 
‘Mill thus go on to fave, go on conquering, and to 
conquer ? Or may we not bope that we ſhall fee yet 
greater things than thefe, and that what has been 
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31 
| done is but an earneſt of that which the Lord de- 
| figns todo. Let us then Brethren, amidft all the 
darknefs which furrounds us, particularly with re- 
ſpect to the ſtate of our public affairs, and the turn- 
ings 7 overturnings which have been and may yet 
be; let us amidf@ all fhout with the bleſſed above, 
and cry with raptures of joy, Hallelujah, for the 
Lord omnipotent reigneth! He fitteth King 
upon the floods, and ftilleth the wildeft tumulis of 
the people—caufing the wrath of man to praife him, 
and the remainder of it he can reſtrain: carrying on 
his own wife and eternal purpoſes, amidft ſcenes of 
confufion, horror and blood, till all the kingdoms off 
the earth ſhall at length become the kingdoms of the 
: Lord and of his Chriſt, and he fhall reign till he 
hath put all enemies under his feet, and God fhall 
de all in all! May thefe bleſſed times of refrefhing 
from the prefence of the Lord and the glory of his 
power, not only be continued to our brethren of 
every denomination abroad, but be extended alfo to 
us, that the wildernefs and the folitary places in this 
ifland may be glad, and our deferts rejoice and bloſ- 
fom as the rofe, that the parched ground in the midſt 
of us may become a pool, and the thirfty land ſprings 
of water. The promiſes which relate to the exten- 
fion of the gofpel, and the glory of the latter day, 
| ate great and glorious : May we embrace, realize and 
rejoice them! 


wa But whilft we are thus happy in ne 10 | 
| you fuch joyful tidings, we muft not omit to inform 
you, that we have alfo been called to the exercife of 
ſorrow ann The continuance of the pre- 
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fent unhappy war which has extended itlelf from 
year to year wider and wider, and ſeems io baniſh 
every hope of returning peace, is a calamity which 
however lightly thought of by many, appears to us 
of the moſt threatening nature, and we muſt own fills 
us with the moft gloomy apprehenfions. We are 
, allo deeply affected with that ſpread of infidelity and 
all manner of wickedneſs which fo dreadfully cha- 
rocteriſes the prefent day, and cannot but lament in 
a very particular manner, that open and ſcandalous 
profanation of the fabbath, which has of late more 
than ever prevailed, and which is as oppoſite to every 
principle of found policy as of true piety. It adds much 
io our concern, that whilft iniquity thus abounds 
in the world, lukewarmnefs hath feized the church, 
and the love of many amongſt the profeſſing people 
of God themſelves waxes cold. There feems to be 
in many of our affociating churches, little appearance 
from year to year of the prefence and power of God, 
little of awork of conviftion and conyerfion, little 
zea}, little earneftuels about the things of God, but 
all feck their own things, very few indeed the things 
ef Chril. The few amongf us that did, we have 
reaſon to fear, have been rendered by death this laſt 
year, fewer. Not only have many been removed by 
death this year, but many that promifed great and 
€xtenfive uſefulneſs in their day and generation, 
_ And we have been called further mournfully to 
adopt the language of the prophet, and to fay with 
him, ** Our fathers where are they, and the pro- 
phets, do they live for ever ?“ 
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The almighty arm of conquering death | 
Does God's own houfe invade : 
Behold the prophet and the prieſt 
5 number'd with the dead.“ 
Sinc 


our laſt annual aſſembly as you have patheti- 

cally noticed in your ſeveral letters, it hath pleaſed God 
to remove from us our honered brother, (many of 
} us can fay our venerable Father,) who then ſo pa- 
shetically addreſſed us, His prefence, which has fo 
often, through a courfe of more than forty, yea al- 

moft fifty years graced and enlivened theſe our an- 
nual meetings, we fhall enjoy on earth no more, 
He is joined to a nobler aſſembly, and will no more 
I come back to us—God grant we may, in due time, 
{ go to him! Many of you we doubt not will recolle& 
with mournful pleafure, the many ardent prayers he 

hath offered up to heaven on theſe occafions, and the 

many awful diſcourſes, which with a heaven taught 

eloquence he hath addreſſed to us! His laft diſcourſe 

was peculiarly folemn and affecting. He fpoke as 

A one that knew, on ſuch an occaſion, he ne’er fhould 
by {peak again, and as a dying man to dying men.” Be 
i | not deceived, (this was the awful fubje&,) God is 
EB not mocked, May we never forget his folemn dying 
| admonitions! But may minifters, proſeſſors, and 
hearers of the word in general, who were all pathe- 
} tically addreſſed by our departed Friend and Brother 
33 upon that awful occafion, in this his final farewell 
difcourfe to us, receive the word of exhortation, and 
take heed that we be not deceived, knowing that 
God is not, cannot, will not be mocked. Happy 
would it be for us all, minifters and people, 1 

Aually to e the awful thought, and to live a 
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act inthe habitual view of that day, when we fhall 
all appear before this God, who fearches the heart 
and tries the reins of the children of men: the {cru- 
tiny of whofe all-feeing eye we cannot avoid, and 
i | 

ber that religion is more than a mere name, that it is 
a reality, a fubftantial, a divine reality, and that 
though it is a privilege to have a name to live, it will 
only aggravate our condemnation, ſhould we at laſt 
be found dead. What is the chaff to the wheat? 
We with you ever to prize the glorious doctrines of 
the golpel, the unfearchable riches of Chrift, to con- 
tend earnefily. for the faith once delivered to the 
faints, and to hold faft the form of found words con- 
tained in the oracles of truth and infpiration. But if 
you would derive faving beneSt from thefe precious 
doctrines of the gofpel, or effectually recommend 
them to thole around you, remember fomething more 
is neceſſary than a mere notional acquaintance with 
them, or a violent oppofition of all thofe who appear 
to us to oppoſe them ; you muft experience their 
falutary transforming power in your own hearts and 
lives. Now this we with brethren, above all things, 
that the kingdom of God may come to you, not in 
word only, bu: in power. That your hearts may be 
cheered by it, your confciences relieved, your fins 
fubdued, your tempers improved, your whole fouls 
fanGtified.. That you may not think it enough to fay, 
Lord, Lord, and to boat of your certain intereft 
in his falvation, at che fame time that your tempers 
and lives codgadi& your vain affertions, and it may 
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be juftly faid to you, in the language of the prophet, 
“ The word of the Lord is againft thee: But we 
with to have you exemplify the power and excel- 
lency of the goſpel by the genuine fruits of faith, 
love, and zealous, uniform, perfevering obedience. 
That it may not be reproachfully faid to you, ** What 
do ye more than others,” but that thofe who con- 


verſe with you may take knowledge of you that yo 


We 0 grieved to find fo great 2 id inal 
amongſt profeffors in general, to attend preparatory 
meetings and other ſeaſons of prayer and feligious im- 
provement ; and that fo few appear to attend in good 
carneſi to family religion, and the catechifing of their 
children, and religious inſtruttion of their fervants. 
Religion muſt be minded, it muſt be attended to, if 
ever we expett to profper and make any progréfs in 
it. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you, but if ye forfake him, he will forfake you, vifiting 
your tranſgreſſions with a rod, and your iniquity with 


itripes, though his loving kindnefs he will not te: . 


take aw 


Is it not high time to awake out ef lep ? Your 
minifters you fee die, as well as others, and you that 
have heard the word difpenfed by them muf die 


alfo. In the lift of the dead the next year, many of? 


you that are now amongſt the living, will no doubt 
be found,’ Some of you that are perhaps at prefent in 
the full vigour of fprightly youth and blooming health 
may be of this number. And will you flumber on the 
brink of the grave, will you be lukewarm on the 
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L 0 J | 
verge of eternity, will you trifle in the. view of that 
day when you ſhall fland before the judgment {eat of 
Chri, and hope to meet your miniſters and fel- 
low profeffors, and to go to heaven and be happy 
with them, and with all the redeemed for ever aod 
ever? God forbid! Let us rather hope that encom- 
paſſed as you are with fo great a cloud of witneffes, 
both in heaven and earth, you will be enabled to 
lay afide every weight, and to run with patience the 
race fet before you, looking unto Jefus, arid ever 
trufling in him, who though his deareſi ſervants dic, 
for ever lives, and is the fame yeſterday to-day, 
and for ever. Thus would we willingly impart to 
you, not the goſpel of God only, but alſo our own 
fouls, becaufe ye are dear unto us. For what is our 
hope, and joy, and cron of rejoicing? Are not even 
ye in the prefence of our LordJefus Chrift at his com- 
ing? That we may then meet you with joy and not 
with grief, and have an abundant entrance adminifired 
to us, together with you, into the everlaſting kingdom 
moh earueſi aſfectionate prayer of 
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ROBERT DAY. 
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TUESDAY afternoon at three o'clock 
the Affuciation was opened in prayer by our brother 


Sotteridge, our brother Day was chofen Moderator, 
the letters from the churches were read, minutes 
taken, and our brother C. Evans defired to draw up 
the general letter, The fervice was cloled in 4 


by our her Phillips. „ | | 
WwW ESE AN sty far 


when our bsethsen 
Taylor, improved time in that duty, 


Met Losi atten, when our e E. Francis, 
and J. Gillard, engaged in prayer, brother Day 
preached from @ Tim. 4. 5. But match thow in all 
things. And having fung at the ufual intervals, the 


fervice clofed in prayer by our brother Sprague. 


At three met again, when our brother Francis be- 
an in prayer, and our brother Xingdos preached 
from 1 Cor, 6, 19. 20. Ve are not your own, for ye 
are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your brit which are Gods, At the clofe 
of the fermon the general letter was read, Sang at 
the ufual intervals, and clofed the public fervice in 


prayer 105 brother Clarke, — 
to the private bufinefs of the Affociation, 


Atten 


Approved the letter, and defjred the Moderator . 
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Ggn it on behalf of theaffembly. Audited and ap- 
proved the accounts relative to the affociation fund, | 
and defired the Moderator to atteft them accordingly. 
Voted various fums out of this fund, for village 
other ufeful and important 
Appointed days of bumiliation and prayer as afual, 


of the of the church, and the 
divided ftate of the nation. | 


Agreed, To hold the next affociation at Sarum, 
Wednefday and Thutſday in the Whitſun week. 
To begin Wednefday afternoon at three o'clock pre- 
eifely. Our brethren Mefirs, Tommas and Evans, of 


Briftol, to preach the fermons. The Modetator then 


| 


tad year, Gare were 


Baptized 6: 
Dead 


* Difmiffed to other Churches 4 
Excluded | 
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copy of the EPITAPH on the grave-ftone of 
our aged Brother Hann, who lies interred in the 
Meeting-houfe at Loucuwoop, in the county of 
Dorfet, it is preſumed will not be unacceptable to th 
churches addreſſed in this letier, and is therefore 
preſented to them on this blank leaf a8 follow·a, 


In Memory 
Tue Rev. Isaac Hanny | 
| Ax ptscirce, 


NDA TRULY ABLE, EMINENT, AND PAITHIUL 
Minister or Jésus Cuaist, 
Hs was ror MANY YEARS” 
Tus wortuy Pastor OF THIS CHURCH, 
And UNIVERSALLY RESPECTED . 
By Alt tus Cuvacues 
Im THE CIRCLE OF HIS EXTENSIVE ACQUAINTANCE, 
To WHOM.-HIS FREQUENT VISITS 
AND MINISTERIAL SERVICES 
Ow PUBDIC AS WELL AS PRIVATE OCCASIONS 
WERE mICHLY ACCEPTABLE, 


— 


He died in peace the 17th day of March, 3778, 
in the 8th year of his age, | 


Wit fparkled in his pleafing face, 

Wich zeal his heart was fir’d; | 

Few minifters fo humble were 
Yet few fo much admir’d, 


Ripen’d 
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snd for heaven by grace divine 
Like autumn fruit he fell, 

4 ‘Readet, think not io live long 
This grive tome und inveription were placed here by 
the order y atid at" the expence of the Beptiſt Weller 
Affociation, as a token of fincere reſpeck to the me. 
mory of their ancient and honored Brothe „ whom 


God had fo eminently diftinguithed by 
the 4 
ments of nature and the gifts of by . 


The memory of the i¢ bleed. 
| . 5. 
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2 following 8 may be had by applying 
to the Secretary of this Affociation. 


uzonosia’s Polung vols. adomed with elegant 
frontiſpieces, and handfomely bound i in calf and lei- 
tered, Price 0s. C GW. 

Thofe'who 
third vol. may be had ſeparate, Price gs. 6d. 
ne Resocuts Saint, a Sermon on jes 13. 16. 


N. B. The above publications ae appropriated to the 
The B | 


Baptiſt Catechifim with proofs, * 


93. 


P 18. gd. in fheep, 18. 6d, calf, 


New Collection of Hymns, gs. Aart 
calf, 


35 


— Prices 
Tithe Prefs, and fBeedily will be publified, 


Price 94. or gs. 64. bound), ye 
elp to Zion’s, Travellers, being an 1 to 
remove various ſtumbling blocks out of the way, re- 


lating to doftxinal, experimentél; 
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A fF Wilfon’ i 
n ilion’s Scripture Manual, 
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publifhed, 
Price SIX-PENC 
“EXCLAM ATION, 
occalioned by the Death of 
T Rev. H. EVANS, M. A. 
this Life March 5781, 


4 


ide Year of his Age 

By CALEB VANS. 4. 

Multis ile bonis felis 
Nulli ftebelier quam mihi — 


„ 
Nuando ullum invenient' parem 


ELEGY, on fame Occafion 


cue Horr, Joy AWD or 
MINISTER, 


A Sesmon preached st Broudmead, Brifsl, May 6, 1781. 
1 E VAN S. M. A. 


4 PRINT of the late Rev. H. Evans, M. 1 


Taken from, an original Painting. 
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Elders Minifters & Meffenger 


OF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 
— Chu chershMBETING AT — ts. 
Falmouth Yeovil 


Hraadmead and Croſcomb 
Pithay Briſtol Frame 
— Crockerton pat 
Grittleton and Sarum, | 


received Letrers alfo | 


Stokegomer 


Paulton 
Calne 
Cullumpton Lyme 
orfington 


Wetton 


ae in Affociation at Sarum, 
„ 1782. To the feveral Churches they 
| Go ent, fend Chriftian Salutation. 


Dearty sevoved Breraren, 


we truft, by a facred | 
of God and a tender concern for your eters 
nal > We ae again met according’ to our an- 
nual cuftom, to réceive an account of your various 
ſtates, to unite in our ſupplications for your univerfal 
Perey and to fend to you fuch in and 
we deem fuitable, as n. to ‘aaimiste one 

— in our miniſterial labors. 


men, as chriftians, and as gofpel our 
exercifes, griefs and difcouragements are numerous 
and great; and the contents of your letters this year 


the torrent of our 
| Sorrow. 
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